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was almost universal: it was indeed computed that the number
of persons in bondage was 50,000,000.

The emancipation of 1861 appears to have been in part
inspired by the idealism of a few nobles and the Western ideas
of some of the more intelligent bureaucrats. But there seem to
have been more materialistic motives in the background.
Emancipation would help towards the creation of an indus-
trialized proletariat, and at the same time the nobles' debts to
the State Loan Bank might be wiped out or reduced and the
amounts transferred to the enfranchised peasants. In any case
this is what actually occurred. The State compensated the
lords for their alleged losses and whilst the land was handed
over to the Mir, the peasant being treated as a shareholder in
that institution, the land was burdened with debts in the form
of land annuities, the payment of which was extended over a
period of forty-nine years.

The freed peasants, many of whom were so loaded with
debts that they might even be in a worse position than they
were before the emancipation, carried on a desperate struggle
for existence. There was extreme poverty and in 1891 a wide-
spread famine. Payments of the annuities fell heavily in arrear
and there was sometimes remission by the State, but in 1905
there were still arrears to be collected of 130,000,000 roubles.
The troubles of the peasants arising out of the emancipation
showed themselves in many minor risings and disorders, which
culminated in the revolutionary movement that began in 1905.
The peasants then through their union demanded that the
land should be handed over to them free of all obligations.
Their demands were acceded to, the Mir was swept away and
the peasants became, in theory, at any rate, installed on their
lands as peasant owners.

One other point may be noted. The emancipation of the
peasant had weakened the communal character of peasant life
and thereafter the differences between the peasants became
accentuated. The kulak became more powerful and the poorer
grades were impoverished. The demolition of the Mir helped
to accentuate this tendency, for the rich peasant was then able